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Amendments to the Specification 

Please amend the paragraph at page 1, lines 1 1-14 as follows: 

The present invention relates to systems and methods for collecting payments 
using a system whichJacilitates authorized generation of a payment orderon automat e d 
draft printing oyotom oporotod by a payment ooU e ct e g , 

Please amend the paragraph beginning at page 4, line 34 as follows: 

One solution to the problems of reliably collecting repeated payments is a pre- 
authorized electronic debit. Many large and well-connected creditors, such as banks and 
the finance aims of automobile manufacturers, generate monthly tapes of authorized 
payments which are then processed electronically within the banking system. Funds are 
withdrawn from the checking account of the consumer and transferred directly to the 
creditor. This service has recently been made available to smaller accounts with a 
substantial per-transaction charge. Howovor, thio oloctronio bonldng Qyotcm io primarily 
adopt e d for prooeosing pro authoriaod trangferfl on particular prodetu i mlnod dateo, and 
doposito therefore oannot bo proo e oa e d ontiroly at tho conv e nienc e of tho partios, A 
oonnoction with a bonlc io n ee d e d, which e ither involv e g obtaining ond maintai ^&g-a 
direct connection or the udo of a tronpaotion procoooing company. Also, - guoh oloctronio 
fundp trongforo oannot bo authorigod by tolerphone; a written authorigation io legally 
roquiredy po that imm e diat e authoriEi e d colloction of a d e bt cannot bo acoomplished by 
this method. 
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Please amend the Abstract of the Disclosure as follows; 

A system and method of collecting payments facilitates authorized generation of 
ft payment order. w c3 on automatod ayotom to genarttto a draft, payoblo to the creditor 
and drawn on tho poyor'a choolcing aooount, purouont to tho pn>'or's outlioriaation. Tho 
draft I3 them o ic o cutnd by th" i-'M -.niinntrT nn nntlinrigQd nipiatorv for tho oavor. and 
depooitod into tho pay ee 'o aooount to oomploto pai^inont. Jn a preferred embodiment the 
Tbe automated system has a simple input screen which receives the necessary 
inforaiation for generation of the payment order ^ »ft. which may be read to the system 
operator over the telephone by the authorizing payor. The system verifies the bank and 
account information by comparing the input information to records in a database 
associated with the system. OptionaUy, the system may also generate an inquiry to the 
bank to determine the availability of fimds in the payor's account. When vorifioation ia 
oomplcto. tho ayotom gonoratco o paper bonli draft payablo to tho payor, uaing MICR ink 
30 that tho dra ft cm be ^'^^^^'-r^A ;« tTm hnTiirinp nyntom lilce an ordinorv ohook. Tho 
Bignaturo block of tho draft io mado for tho ooUootion agent '^oo autliorigod signatory' for" 
feo payon 



